THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Case study

1. The Central African Republic of Exist is to hold Presidential elections in three months time. Exist is a former British colony. It is now a unitary State with a centralised government. Prior to independence in 1975, there had been many years of upheaval and civil unrest. 

2. Those of British descent make up 10% of the population. Some of these people have dual Existian and British nationality. Others are either British or Existian citizens. Seventy per cent of the population are Existians of African origin and come from three ethnic groups, each of these groups has a different religion. In order of size of population of the ethnic groups the religions are Muslim, Roman Catholic and Protestant. No one ethnic group is the majority of the population. 

3. Ten percent of the population of Exist and fifteen percent of its landmass form a distinct ethnic group. This region is called Pastan. The Pastanese people have there own mystical religion and language. Prior to colonisation the area had autonomous, although not independent status. There have been periods in the history of Pastan when it has been independent. 

4. The Pastanese people want independence from Exist. Ten years ago there was an uprising in Pastan which was decisively put down by the Government. The leaders of the uprising were executed. There is still a Pastanese Liberation Movement and since the uprising there has been a heavy military presence in Pastan and controls placed on free movement, the press and protest. The death penalty is still carried out for certain terrorist acts arising out of the Pastan conflict and there are reports that Pastan rebel sympathisers have been tortured. 

5. The final ten percent of the population is made up of migrant workers who come from South - East Asia. They have no citizenship rights and no right to vote. Some have been in Exist for two generations. Exist is a member of the Commonwealth and the United Nations. It has ratified all the main UN human rights treaties.

6. The incumbent President, a Roman Catholic, was first elected in 1989 and has been re-elected ever since. Before the last election in 1999 he had the constitution amended to permit him to continue to stand for re-election. The country has been in economic crisis for the past decade. The President blames the crisis on the legacy of colonial rule and cites as evidence the fact that those of British origin still own the majority of all fertile land. 

7. The President has declared that if he is re-elected he will nationalise all land and then re-distribute it. Most industry and public services have already been nationalised. The President is also proposing to nationalise the financial services industry. It is already unlawful to remove more than US$5,000 from Exist. 

8. The President has already announced that if he is re-elected he will forge closer ties with African and Asian countries and that he will not prioritise the West. He also claims that he has financial support from Middle East countries for a large scale hospital building programme. 

9. Over the past fifteen years Exist has built up a large tourist industry. Those holidaying in Exist come mainly from the UK, Scandinavia and Germany. In the last year there has been a significant drop in the number of tourists visiting Exist. This is in part because the US government has issued a travel warning about travelling in the region. The main British airline, which flies directly to Exist, has also announced that it will be withdrawing its service in three months time. 

10. The opposition party in Exist has as part of its manifesto the forging of closer links with the UK and the EU. They want to build up the tourist industry. They also claim to have evidence of corruption in the current government. The High Commission is aware of corruption in the governing party and has heard reports that millions of US dollars have been deposited by senior members of the party in off shore bank accounts. The opposition party has asked the High Commission to speak at one of its election rallies. 

11. In the run up to the election the President is proposing to introduce a new law to control the media. This law will make it an offence to unjustifiably criticise the Existian government anywhere in the world. It will also impose a duty on newspapers to report seditious behaviour – failure to do so will be a criminal offence. Finally it will impose a limit on foreign journalists and those journalists must be registered and authorised by a new State vetting agency.

12. Six of the eight judges of the Supreme Court, including the Chief Justice, have just resigned en-masse over a dispute concerning pay. They also objected to the recent appointment of two women judges, whom they considered where insufficiently qualified. The President has now appointed a bench made up of senior government lawyers and the new Chief Justice was previously the Attorney General.

What human rights issues are raised?
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