UN MECHANISMS

Multiple Choice Questions

NB For some questions, more than one of the four options given may be correct.  There will always be at least one wrong answer.

1. What is the status of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in international law?

a) As it has been formally approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations, it is legally binding as a matter of international law.

b) It is binding on states as a condition of UN membership.

c) It is binding on those states which have ratified both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

d) It is hortatory, aspirational and recommendatory rather than formally binding, although it is argued that at least some of the rights it contains are legally binding as part of customary international law.

2. Which of the following is /are functions of the Human Rights Committee?

a) Consideration of state reports on measures taken to give effect to the rights contained in the ICCPR.

b) Adjudication on alleged violations of any of the UN human rights treaties.

c) Consideration of communications from individuals claiming to be victims of violations of the ICCPR.

d) Consideration of communications from individuals claiming to be victims of violations of the UDHR.

3. What is the purpose of the state reporting process under the ICCPR?

a) To answer specific allegations of human rights abuses.

b) To inform the Human Rights Committee (HRC) of the measures the reporting state has adopted to give effect to rights contained in the ICCPR.

c) To inform the HRC of concerns the reporting state has about human rights violations world-wide.

d) To inform the HRC of the reporting state’s activity in promoting human rights internationally.

4. How often must state parties report to the Human Rights Committee?

a)
Every two years.

b) Whenever they are required to do so by the Human Rights Commission.

c) Whenever another state party brings a communication against them alleging a breach of a treaty obligation.

d) Every five years.

5. Who makes state reports to the Human Rights Committee?

a) Government representatives of the state under scrutiny.

b) Government representatives from any state that wishes to comment on human rights issues in the state under scrutiny.

c) NGOs from the state under scrutiny.

d) Any international NGO that wishes to submit a report on the state under scrutiny.

6. What is the role of NGOs in the state reporting process?

a) None, the state reporting sessions are held in private and representatives of NGOs are not admitted.

b) NGOs report directly to the committee on the state of human rights protection in the country under scrutiny.

c) NGOs provide background information and analysis to committee members, but they may not formally address the committee as a whole.

d) NGOs act as interveners in the state reporting process and may directly challenge state evidence before the committee.

7. What is the “1503” procedure?

a) A mechanism for complaint to the Human Rights Commission, (via the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities), concerning a consistent pattern of human rights violation by a particular state party.

b) A mechanism whereby one state party can make a confidential complaint to the Human Rights Commission about specific human rights violations in another state.

c) A mechanism whereby urgent complaints about human rights violations requiring immediate action can be heard quickly by the Human Rights Commission.

d) A mechanism whereby state parties can delay scrutiny of their compliance with the international human rights treaties for a specified period of time on grounds of national emergency.

8. Who may invoke the 1503 procedure?

a) State party governments only.

b) Only individuals who believe that they are or have been a victim of human rights abuses by a state party.

c) Any person, group of persons or non-governmental organisation that has direct or second-hand knowledge of the alleged violations.

d) The committees established under the international human rights treaties.

9.
What sanctions are available to the HRC if it finds that there has been a breach of ICCPR rights?

a)
The HRC’s views are legally binding on those states which have ratified Optional Protocol 1.

b) The HRC’s views are not legally binding even on those states which have ratified OP1, the Committee’s approach is one of constructive criticism.

c) The HRC may suggest an appropriate measure to remedy the injury suffered by the victim, but it will be up to the state in question to decide whether or not to provide such a remedy.

d) The HRC may fine any state it finds to be in breach.

10.
What power is conferred on the Convention Against Torture Committee that is not available to the other UN human rights treaty bodies?

a) The power to make recommendations to the UN General Assembly that certain sanctions be imposed on a state which fails to comply with the Committee’s decisions.

b) A more intrusive procedure for investigating indications of Convention violations.

c) The power to impose sanctions on individual states which the Committee finds to have violated the Convention.

d) The power to order states to release individuals found by the Committee to have been detained in conditions which violate the Convention.

11. “The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination prohibits discrimination on grounds of race, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin in respect of social and economic rights as well as in respect of civil and political rights” – True or False?

a) True, CERD contains a general prohibition against racial discrimination which covers all rights of any nature

b) True, CERD specifically includes reference to the protection of rights of a social and economic as well as those of a civil and political nature

c) False, whilst the prohibition of racial discrimination in respect of social and economic rights is within the spirit of CERD, the only rights expressly mentioned are those of a civil and political nature

d) False, CERD contains a provision stating that state parties should strive, to the maximum of their available resources, to ensure that economic rights are secured equally.  However, this does not amount to the absolute prohibition on discrimination that applies to civil and political rights.

12. Which of the following is NOT contained within the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights?

a) A positive right to education in accordance with one’s religious and moral beliefs.

b) The right to paid holidays.

c) The right to an adequate standard of living.

d) Protection and assistance for families.

13. In addition to the conventional procedures and mechanisms for scrutinising human rights compliance, what additional extra-conventional procedures exist under the UN system?

a) There are various Special Rapporteurs, Representatives and Independent Experts, charged with monitoring the human rights situation in particular countries.

b) There are various Working Groups, Special Rapporteurs, Representatives and Independent Experts, charged with monitoring particular types of human rights abuse world-wide.

c) There are various Working Groups, Special Rapporteurs, Representatives and Independent Experts, charged with monitoring human rights abuses in particular geographical regions.

d) There is a special Working Group within the office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights with responsibility for monitoring human rights abuses in conflict zones.

14. Which of the following is/are NOT currently the subject of a thematic mandate giving rise to special extra-conventional scrutiny under the UN system?

a) Arbitrary detention.

b) The right to food.

c) The independence of judges and lawyers.

d) Anti-terrorist provisions.

15. What is the procedure for making a complaint about human rights abuses under the extra-conventional mechanisms?

a) Only accredited NGOs may submit a complaint.

b) Only those claiming to be a victim of human rights abuses may make a communication to the appropriate extra-conventional body or individual.  The body or individual will then consider whether the complaint should be referred to the appropriate conventional mechanism.

c) Extra-conventional bodies and individuals do not accept communications or complaints from anyone: their function is to investigate situations identified in their mandate only.

d) There are no formal complaints procedures – communications may be made to the appropriate body by individuals, local or international NGOs and other interested parties.
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