HUMANITARIAN LAW

Multiple Choice Questions

1. Rules of the Hague and Geneva Conventions: 

(a) apply only to those states who have signed and ratified these Conventions 

(b) many of the rules apply to all states as part of customary international law 

(c) form part of the higher international law of ius cogens 

(d) apply only where states accept their application in relation to a particular conflict 

2. International humanitarian law: 

(a) Applies only following a declaration of war 

(b) Applies in a situation of international armed conflict 

(c) Applies as a whole in relation to international armed conflict, and certain minimum standards apply in internal armed conflict

(d) Applies to internal conflicts including internal disturbances

3. International humanitarian law protects: 

(a) the civilian population only 

(b) the civilian population and combatants 

(c) clandestine terrorist groups 

(d) the population of occupied territories

4. International humanitarian law affords protection to combatants who: 

(a) form part of the legitimate army of a State 

(b) bear arms openly, are subject to clear lines of command, are clearly identifiable as combatants and enforce compliance with the laws of armed conflict 

(c) are exercising a legitimate use of force under the UN Charter 

(d) are mercenaries

5. Those entitled to prisoner of war status include:

(a) all legitimate combatants as defined under the Hague and Geneva Conventions who fall into the power of an adverse party

(b) only those combatants who, on an individual basis, obey the laws of armed conflict

(c) all members of armed government forces

(d) all members of armed forces engaged in espionage

6. Under international humanitarian law, prisoners of war:

(a) must be treated humanely

(b) must not be interrogated

(c) must not be humiliated or made objects of public curiosity

(d) are not detained for the purposes of punishment

7. Prisoners of War must be repatriated:

(a) after the conclusion of a war and the signing of a treaty

(b) after the cessation of active hostilities

(c) on agreement with the other parties to the conflict

(d) at the discretion of the parties to the conflict

8. Under Geneva Protocol 1, it is legitimate to attack or destroy:

(a) Foodstores, crops, or drinking water

(b) military objects

(c) only objects which make an effective contribution to military action and whose attack offers a definite military advantage

(d) any object normally subject to civilian use, such as a school

9. Under the law of belligerent occupation, an occupying power:

(a) acquires sovereignty over the annexed territory

(b) must institute democratic elections

(c) has a duty to administer health and education services

(d) has a duty to respect the existing laws in force in the territory

10. Weapons prohibited under international humanitarian law include: 

(a)   all nuclear weapons 

(b)   any weapons calculated to cause unnecessary destruction

(c)   biological weapons

(d)   chemical weapons

11. Under the Geneva Conventions, military measures that affect the civilian population: 

(a) are prohibited if they are specifically designed to spread terror amongst civilians 

(b) are prohibited if they are indiscriminate, or if they are not directed at a specific military objective 

(c) are prohibited where they are not proportionate to the concrete and direct military objective 

(d) are prohibited wherever they pose risks to civilian life

12. Under Geneva Protocol 2, parties to non-international armed conflicts:

(a) are not subject to international humanitarian law standards

(b) must refrain from attacks on the civilian population

(c) are subject to the same standards as apply in international armed conflicts

(d) must treat those taken prisoner or interned in the course of the war with humanity

13. In a non-international armed conflict, Geneva Protocol 2:

(a) applies only to the State forces involved in the conflict

(b) applies to all State and rebel forces

(c) applies only to State forces and to organised rebels in control of territory

(d) applies to conflicts between two non-state forces  

14. Crimes against humanity:

(a) Include murder

(b) Include acts forming part of a widespread or systematic attack 

(c) Are not committed where there is only a single attack

(d) Are committed only where there are a substantial number of victims

15. An act will constitute a crime against humanity:

(a) only where it is committed in time of armed conflict

(b) only where it is committed in the course of an international armed conflict

(c) only where it is committed by an agent of a state

(d) where it is committed either in times of armed conflict or in times of peace
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