His Excellency

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Ashraf El Kholy

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt

26 South Street

London W1K 1DW

31% July 2014

Dear Sir,

Re: Peter Greste, Mohammed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed

We the undersigned are practising members of the Bar of England and Wales. Many
of us act on a regular basis for the Government of the United Kingdom; many of us
act for claimants in claims against the Government; and many of us act for both the
Government and claimants. We are all experienced in dealing with cases involving
claims of violations of human rights protected by domestic and international
instruments. As barristers, we are personally and professionally committed to the
values of justice and the Rule of Law. We are writing to you to express our dismay at
the recent sentencing to seven years in prison of the Al Jazeera journalists Peter
Greste, Mohammed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed (who also received an additional
three-year sentence) on charges of “spreading false news” and “supporting the
Muslim Brotherhood”.

We note that the Arab Republic of Egypt is a signatory to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Article 14 of this document enshrines the right
to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal. It is
clear from all of the information available to us that this right has not been respected,
but rather has been flagrantly violated, in the case of Messrs Greste, Fahmy and
Mohamed (and also, we would add, in that of their fellow journalists who have been
tried and sentenced in absentia). The media and independent observers (including a
representative of Amnesty International) who attended the trial of the above
gentlemen have unanimously reported that the proceedings leading up to their
conviction and sentence were flawed by numerous procedural irregularities, and also
that there was no evidence whatsoever to support the allegations made against
them. On the contrary, it appears clear that they were simply undertaking their
professional duties as journalists when they were arrested, as they were entitled to
do, and that they were entirely innocent of any crime.

We have also noted that the sentencing decision made with respect to the
above three men has received swift and widespread condemnation on an
international scale, by a very wide number of persons and bodies, including human
rights bodies, media organisations and the Governments of Australia, the USA and
the UK. We hereby add our collective voice to that expression of condemnation. The
conviction and sentencing of Mr Greste, Mr Fahmy and Mr Mohamed represents, we
repeat, a flagrant denial of justice and of their right to a fair trial. We call upon the
Government that you represent urgently to review their cases, with a view to securing
their immediate release.

Yours faithfully,
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Cc The Right Hon Philip Hammond MP

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

King Charles Street
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