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London, 14 February 2015  

 

 

STATEMENT 
 

 

BHRC concerned at proceedings in trial of former 

President of the Maldives, Mohamed Nasheed 

 
 

The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC) is concerned at the sudden 

resumption of the trial of former President Mohamed Nasheed in the Maldives. Mr Nasheed 

was the first democratically elected president of the Maldives who lost power in controversial 

circumstances in February 2012 and unsuccessfully contested the presidential election in 

2014. 

 

The BHRC has been closely following the case of Mr Nasheed who is charged with abusing 

his presidential office whilst in power by ordering the arrest and detention of the Head of the 

Maldivian Criminal Court in the capital, Malé, in January 2012.  If convicted, Mr Nasheed is 

likely to be barred from standing in the next presidential elections due to take place in 2018.  

For almost two years Mr Nasheed has contested the legitimacy and lawfulness of the 

appointment process for, and composition of, the judicial panel responsible for presiding over 

his criminal trial.  

 

Proceedings against Mr Nasheed were first instigated in 2012.  BHRC sent observers on two 

occasions to observe the trial hearings and to report on the underlying human rights situation 

in the Maldives. The BHRC'S first report [link] commented that:- 

 

.....BHRC is concerned that a primary motivation behind the present trial is a desire by those 

in power to  exclude Mr Nasheed from standing in the 2013 elections, and notes international 

opinion that this would not be a positive outcome for the Maldives. 

The BHRC also joins the UN Human Rights Committee and the International Commission of 

Jurists, amongst others, who have called for fundamental reform of the judiciary and its 

administration in the Maldives. 

 

Those concerns were reiterated in BHRC’s second report [link]. 

 

http://barhumanrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/biblio/bhrc_trial_observation_report_-_mr_mohammed_nasheed_dec_2012_0.pdf
http://barhumanrights.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/news/maldives_report_4_april_2013.pdf
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Following her fact-finding mission to the Maldives in 2013, UN Special Rapporteur on the 

Independence of Judges and Lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, stated in relation to Mr Nasheed's case 

that "the appointment of judges to the case has been set up in an arbitrary manner outside the 

parameters laid out in the laws".   

 

The BHRC continues to be of the view that the circumstances of the trial, including its 

sudden, unannounced resumption, give rise to real concerns about the political nature of the 

proceedings, and about whether Mr Nasheed will be afforded a fair trial. 

 

BHRC calls on international bodies and governments to closely monitor the situation as the 

proceedings develop over the following days and weeks. 

 

ENDS.  

  

 

NOTES FOR EDITORS  

 

 For an interview with our spokesperson, please contact Céline Grey, Project 

Coordinator, on +44 (0)7854 197862 

 

 For more information on the Bar Human Rights Committee (BHRC), visit our website 

at http://www.barhumanrights.org.uk 

 

 The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC) is the international 

human rights arm of the Bar of England and Wales, working to protect the rights of 

advocates, judges and human rights defenders around the world. The BHRC is 

concerned with defending the rule of law and internationally recognised legal 

standards relating to human rights and the right to a fair trial. It is independent of the 

Bar Council. 
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