Rt Hon Liz Truss MP

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office

King Charles Street

London SW1A 2AH

London, 16 March 2022

Dear Foreign Secretary,

Open letter re ongoing executions and the death penalty for child defendants in Saudi
Arabia

The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (“BHRC?”) utterly condemns the mass
execution of 81 men by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on Saturday 12 March 2022." BHRC is
particularly concerned that Saudi Arabia continues to renege on promises made by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman to limit the use of the death penalty.”

The UK and BHRC share a longstanding opposition to the death penalty under all circumstances.
International law requires countries that retain the death penalty, like Saudi Arabia, to limit its use
to offences resulting in intentional killing only and where due process and fair trial rights have
been stringently adhered to.” The mass execution on Saturday raises serious concerns that Saudi
Arabia is not committed to its obligations arising out of international law, nor public statements
that it intends to limit the use of the death penalty.

We are profoundly concerned by credible reports that at least 41 of the men executed on Saturday
were members of the minority Shia population, who had participated in anti-government protests
calling for reform and greater political participation.* The United Nations has noted that at least
two of the men executed on 12 March 2022 , Mr Mohammed al-Shakhouti and Mr Assad Shubbar,
were sentenced to death for their attendance at protests, had raised credible reports that they were
subjected to torture, and were denied a fair trial before the Specialised Criminal Court.”

We share in international concerns over Saudi Arabia’s use of counterterrorism laws and the
Specialised Criminal Court as tools to curb the exercise of fundamental rights, including freedom
expression, opinion, and assembly. Under no circumstances can the death penalty be applied for
offences stemming from the exercise of fundamental and protected rights.

We are gravely concerned that children remain subject to capital punishment in Saudi Arabia,
which is strictly prohibited under international law.® BHRC notes the worrying resentencing to
death of Abdullah al-Howaiti, who was only 14 years old at the time of the alleged offence. The
UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has called for his immediate release.’



Prime Minister Boris Johnson is visiting Saudi Arabia this week. The UK must commit to
predicating ongoing trade and cooperation with Saudi Arabia on a firm guarantee that Saudi Arabia
will bring its use of the death penalty within international law and make tangible improvements
to its human rights record.

We call on the UK Government to issue an unequivocal statement condemning these executions.
We all also call on the Government to urge Saudi Arabia to immediately implement a moratorium
on the death penalty and to make direct representations to Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
for the immediate commutation of the death sentence for all defendants, including Abdullah al-
Howati, convicted of offences said to have been committed while still a child.

Yours sincerely,

Stephen Cragg QC
Chair, Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC)

The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales (BHRC) is the independent, international human rights
arm of the Bar of England and Wales, working to protect the rights of advocates, judges, and human rights
defenders around the world. BHRC is concerned with defending the rule of law and internationally recognised legal
standards relating to human rights and the right to a fair trial. It is autonomous of the Bar Council. For more

information on BHRC, visit our website at http://www.barhumanrights.org.uk
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